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Japan — 2011

Adter howrs of g ng intercity trains, an
overnight ferry and then mone trains stil
wie finally arrived in Sappans. We drogped
our bags off at o hostel and directly went
to check the metre system, While riding
the lines we came across o twa-train layup
o the cutikirts of the ety We would have
o paint againit o wall, But a5 the tramn
wighald b ahe of the first to go into service
in the MOriifg we wire sure o get good
photos then

By the time we finished painting, the
area was desolate. Thede was no ans 6
wight, much less any fareigners, We were
Sut of place and we Enw i, 40 we decided
it wauld be best tolook for tamewhers lows-
iyt unitil thie metro started fu nning,

As we made sur woy along the rood
that ron undefneath the elovated metro
ling, we noticed a dim light up ahead. As
it got brighter we realized it was a car, a
plice car 1o be rmore Precisg, ‘_..r-q}wl-'- stk
I 115 Wy tenwards us.

Enowing that if the police saw us they
would most certainly stop, our eves B an
darting areund for places to hide. We
wrgn't even hall a mile away from the
layup v hod just painted ond still had sur
comeros and spray paint on us, so when
we looked 1o aur left and sowa pork behind
0 shoulder-height wall, we didn't hesitate.
We quickly hopped aver the wall and dart-
«d behind some trees. From o sofe distance
we watched ot the palice cor slowly rolled
Past our hrding spot ond continued an
down the read. A we crouched down Be-
hind the trees we began to notice quite a
fow vehicles driving around in the park.
Mot wanting to have o run-in with park
SECURTY we waited some minutes until the
brightness of the cop car’s tail lights faded
into the dittance 1o hop Back aver the wall

Aswie continued walking dewn the raad
wit could see anather carappreaching, this
terna a tawi. It pulled right up te ud and a
young womon stepped out. To thid day we
have no idea where this waman could have
Baren going o ot that haur of why she de-
cided to got out of her baxi on that read,

fight whers we wers walking. It was 5o to
tally random that we felt it mgir Bbea s gn
for we te get off of the reod ond ints the
cab

Just o% we woiie about te enter the cab,
three militory guasds approcehed us, as
sauit rfles drawn, They began to speak 1o
Wi in Japaness ond it wal obvious thas
Mmething wiad amiss, We quickly Lcanned
the area for @ place to run, The rnearect
Sradt sireed appeared like it might lead 1o
2 srmall residential area, but it wos dark
ond we couldn’t be sure. Besides, running
and hiding in tome Jopanetie person’s
Bockyard didn't seem like the Bedt plan
The military guards continued 1o try 1o
spoak tous in Jopanete, and we continued
to reply in English that we hod no idea
wihat they were trying 1o say, but it was
oovisul they wonted us 1o o somewhere
wrkh thaedn. Amed all this confusion WWE GOV
the paint, toals and memary cards to our
cameda man and threw him s the taxiwith
instruciions to clean gut the hastal. We
could tell the milivary guards weren's sure
if they should let him go, but we changed
the subject by ag reeing 1o go with them.

Thay took us back inta the park and in-
side a h-.uld'nr:g to a higher-rank ng afficer
who spoke English. He asked us why we
had invaded the base, and what our inten-
teerid were, We were unpleasa ntly surprised
to find thot we had hepped notinto g lecgl
pork, but rather the grounds of o military
base. They begon taquiz ud on whywe were
i the areq ond what we were d-:hln-g ot ot
that hour ﬂfthl:'f":lgh'._ e upu!r_\-gl;cd_ L0y
ing that we were drunk and didn't know
that the metro closed s early, 0 we were
juit leoking for @ place to sleep until it
started service again in the morning,
Which actually wasn't too far from the
truth, as we really dida't mean 1o “invade”
their bose, Also, we pointed aut the fence
wos guite small and therefore hardly se-
cure enough to protect a military base.
They agreed.

Aftera few hours of repeating the same
answears 1o the some guestions, the mali-
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