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“A burner needs to suck the life out of

every other piece near it and stand alone, 

as the focus, the centre of attention.” 

- AROE MSK, HA, 7TH LETTER

A burner is a piece of graffiti that is so good that it burns 

everything else around it. In Graffiti Burners the world’s 

foremost writers show us their favourite works from the 

last two years. In other words the best of the best.

“The meaning of a burner is when another writer 

looks at that piece and says that shit is fire. Even 

the average person will look at it and say it’s hot!” 

- BIO TATS

Featuring burners by: Adeo, Aple76, Aroe, Askew, Assma, Atos, Atroz, Azek, Basto1, Bates, Bio, Bios, Boaone, Boons, Bosie, Bridge, 

Cakes, Cazter, Ces, Chas, Chedo, Cole, Cost, Dead, Dem189, Dems, Desk 7, Devas, Dire, Disey, Diko, Dmote, Does, Doom, Dudez, Duro, 

Dwane, Each, Eazy, Egs, Emyr, Ether, Finok, Form 76, Func’88, Gable, Gary, Gauge, Golden Green, Great, Gris, Herzo, Hews, Hocus, Horfe, 

How, Huit, Izzy, Jaba, Jaes, Jeks, Jeroo One, Jers, Jurne, Kacao77, Kaos, Kcis, Keats, Keiro, Kem, Kid Kash, Kolba, Kosem, Kurir, Lanser, 

Mad C, Mega, Milk, More, Mosk, Mozer, Navy8, Nemo, Noah, Nomad, Nosm, Ojey, Opium, Oral, Os Gemeos, Pariz One, Park, Pencil, Pley, 

Poet, Polar, Pomac, Pose, Pun18, Puppet, Rath, Relic, Revok, Rhok, Riam, Rime, Rome, Rosy One, Rota, Rubin, Rust, Scaner, Score, Serch, 

Serval Serve, Seter, Seth, Sken, Skore183, Skore, Smash 137, S.M.E, Sobek, Soten, Stae2, Stare, Stray, Suiko, Suko, Swet, T-Kid, Trama, 

Tokeo, Tones, Vans The Omega, Vizie, Wane, Warz, Wasted, Wolf, Wow123, Yes 2, Zeus40 and ZZ Top.
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FUNC’88: I don’t think I even know what is called a 
burner really. But for me it’s a letter piece that makes 
your eyes pop out of the orbits, burning your retina. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s a silver or a coloured piece, the only 
thing that make it a burner is what you’re feeling when 
you look at it. Back in the days in Paris, a simple black 
and chrome piece by a guy like Bando was more effective 
than a fully coloured themed composition, it’s all about 
style.

Func’88 UB, GT
Location: Paris, France

JEKS: A burner is a fully completed 
and well planned colour piece with 
characters and letters. 
GAUGE: In a well planned spot. Both 
for the spectator and the piece. 
JEKS: This piece was like a dream 
that you want to rock! 
GAUGE: The process was intense, 
both in planning and in making. 
Both Jeks and me were really put-
ting our effort in to it. We made 
it happen with Iron Maiden and 
heavy beats mixed with sunscreen 
and shitty pizza. It took about 20 
hours, yes, we slept in a tent close 
to the wall. Most dedicated.

Gauge CAS, 7DC, JPC
Jeks CAS, THY
Location:
Urmula, Sweden 

With all my pieces I try to have fun before anything else. 
I got codes for my graffiti that I like to apply no matter 
what style of painting is in fashion at the moment. For 
this one in particular I have done something retro-futurist 
with straight lines and a cosmic background, something 
like a digital space ship letter style floating in coloured 
sea of galaxies. I had no sketch so it was straight from 
the mind. For the colours, I take what I got, it’s always a 
surprise at the end, this one was a good surprise.  

I love letters, creating new forms and dynamics. I 
keep a big nostalgia for the Euro old-school type of 
graffiti of the late 80s, so that is my lead. In addition to 
this, I’m inspired by science-fiction imagery. Space and 
galaxies fascinate me.  

By now my only goal is to have fun bombing. The 
only goal I could have had is making original pieces 
and developping something which can make our crew 
recognized from others, perpetuate the Galactic Style 
that I have worked on with my partners.

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

No need to pressure yourself, do it the passion way. Forget 

about theme, forget about combinated colours with your 

partners - it’s bullshit! Do it big. Use vibrant colours, hard 

contrasts, black background is a must. Basic caps - soft caps 

kill the spirit. No need to be clean here, just precise and visu-

ally violent.

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

GAUGE: Keep sketching a lot. 

JEKS: Paint together. Good collabora-

tions, good inspiration and good 

atmosphere. 



30 GRAFFITI BURNERS 31GRAFFITI BURNERS

VANS ThE OmEGA: A burner to me represents some-
thing with a lot of style foremost; meaning sound 
letter structure, connections and then the addition of 
good techniques and large scale that can dwarf the 
bystander. All these ingredients should balance together 
to produce a wow factor that makes you feel like a kid 
standing in front of greatness, something bigger than 
yourself and that transforms you into another world or 
dimension. To engulf and overwhelm people with a vi-
sual is very powerful and impacting, so to me a burner 
must represent all of these aspects.

I painted the piece especially for this book, so I kept in 
mind to push myself and fully represent what I feel a 
burner should adopt in style and performance. Being a 
freestyle meant it stayed spontaneous to even myself, 
which gave room for new things to happen and the ex-
citement to develop it into a fine machine with all the 
bells and whistles. Generally I set a standard for each 
piece within myself, so I had to pull out my best for the 
time and conditions that I faced. 

I’m inspired by everything I come across, but mainly 
nature and lighting hit the spot for me. At the moment 

Vans The Omega TMD, F1, GM, TNB
Location: Adelaide, Australia

some types of music are really setting me off and help-
ing me get great movement into my paintings.

My goal is to concur myself. To find some satisfac-
tion in what I do and finally have a body of work that 
completely represents what’s going on inside of me.

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

Have some balls and paint beyond your means. Don’t hold 

back and understand a balance of letter colour and applica-

tion. Lastly, my advise is to paint as if you were the best in the 

world so that one day it can become a possibility.
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Ces (Wish) Tuff City, TM7, TMT, TNB, FC
Location: The Bronx, New York, USA

ChAS: I guess a burner is when everything falls into 
place and you’ve got this deep, satisfied feeling after-
wards. It usually happens for one in ten pieces.

Chas LoveLetters
Location: Baarlo, The Netherlands

Photo: Brian Dwels
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STrAy: A burner to me is a piece with style. Something 
original that still holds good strong letter structure, 
smart colour choice and overall execution. Something 
with a signature stamp.

This piece was painted as part of a battle, so I tried 

Stray RTR
Location: Auckland, New Zealand   

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

Have a good breakfast.

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

I advise to study the basic letterforms, not to constant follow 

the latest trends and not compare yourself to other writ-

ers. That was some of the things that I was taught in my 

earlier years and what I feel helped me evolve and progress in 

terms of burning.

SOTEN: For me a burner is based on letters with swing, 
the right proportions, good colours and background. 
And the most important thing: a personal touch and 
not just something based on the latest trends from 
somewhere in the world that you looked up in some 
magazine. 

This was done on one of my travels, visiting some 
friends that I got so much love for. It was the first 
night and I was really keen to do a nice burner with a 
character. I really wanted to do some nice quote beside 
the piece and remember it as I had a good one before 
I started, but I kind of forgot it when I was finished. 
It was one of those nights when business and pleasure 
come together, you do a nice piece but have time to 
chill and have a good time with friends.

Stylistically I’m inspired by the older Copenhagen 
generation like Bates, Swet, Trick and Sabe, for exam-
ple. And of course old shool styles from New York. For 
the sake of going out and keep spraying, the motiva-
tion can be everything from love over to hate, or it can 
be be the autopilot switched on with no reason at all.

Soten SSH
Location: Rome, Italy

to step it up a little more than usual. Lots of different 
fill techniques, battle arrows etcetera. The interchang-
ing colours throughout came from necessity as it was 
all the paint I had left at the time 

I don’t really have any goals as a writer. Painting to 
me is an escape from the everyday grind. 
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SUKO: A burner to me is aggessive letters, a good back-
ground idea, good skills and the correct arrangement 
on the wall. All this together makes a burner.

Suko The Crooks
Location: Bremen, Germany

Ojey Chosen Few
Location: Hamburg, Germany
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ASKEw:  For me personally a burner is a piece where 
more energy and detail is focussed in it’s execution. Of 
course it’s a highly subjective thing but if you’re trying 
to paint a burner, it will be a piece where you have in-
vested the right amount of time to tick as many boxes 
as possible. By that I mean that you give consideration 
to things above and beyond just the raw structure of 
the letters and put additional time into the embellish-
ments. 

This piece is inspired by the west coast of New Zea-
land. Anyone that has set foot on our black volcanic 
sands, seen how close the rain forest grows to the 
coast-line or has braved our rough oceans knows what 
I mean.

I work on these pieces much like a canvas painting - it’s 
not a race for me anymore. I just want to feel totally 
satisfied with the work. This particular piece is very 
close to my studio so I can run power cables to it, play 
music and paint into the night while hanging with my 
friends.

I’ve been inspired by many things in my life and as I 
grow these things can change - that’s part of evolving. 
A couple of years ago I was really about proliferating 
in as many shapes and forms as I could and was very 
active. Right now I’m really focussed on developing 
particular “ISM’s” specific to my own thought process-
es and it’s a very reflective and self indulgent time.

I try my best to think long term, and as a writer I 
want to be known as someone who explored every 
possible facet of this game. I feel like I’ve been very 
lucky to have such a varied range of experiences and 
opportunities to do just that. 

Askew TMD, SUK
Location: Auckland City, New Zealand

 HOW TO MAKE A BURNER:

Having an actual idea that you’re exploring in your work 

helps, rather than just attaching a series of popular treat-

ments to your piece. I’ve done both, and the work I’m often 

happiest with stylistically is the work where I ran with a 

cohesive vision right through. It’s hard sometimes, being that 

I have ADHD and my mind tends to race through ideas and 

go hot and cold on things really fast, but as I said, each time I 

persevered was the most rewarding.


